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Figs . 1, 5 - Cretarhabdus imbricis n. sp . ; 1) holotype, Zimogor'ye, Lower Maastrichtian, x 13.500; 5) para
type, Sumy, Lower Maastrichtian, x 8000. 

Description: 

The coccolith has the typical structure of a rhabdolith, with a broad basal portion and a rod. 

Base of rhabdolith round or slightly elliptical, infundibular. Its basal surface peripherally de

corated by a narrow (0.85 !-'-) irregularly toothed band, from which, narrowing to the center, 

platelets are arranged in radial rows giving the appearance of an imbricate mass. Usually a 

central aperture of approximately 0.5 !J., probably joining up with the canal of the rod. Distal 

portion of base having four trabeculae of fibrous structure arranged in a cross with the center 

of the overlap attached to the rod. Rod of rhabdolith decorated with longitudinally arranged 

platelets approximately 1 !-'- long. 

Dimensions: Basal diameter between 4 and 6.5 !J., length of rod 4-6 !J., thickness of rod 0.5-

0.7 !-'-· 

Remarks: 

Distinguished from C. anthophorus (DEFLANDRE) BRAMLETTE & MARTINI, C. conicus BRAM

LETTE & MARTINI and C. decorus (DEFLANDRE) BRAMLETTE & MARTINI by the clearly imbricate 

structure of the basal part and by the absence of pores, and from C. splendens (DEFLANDRE) BRAM

LETTE & MARTINI and C. crenulatus BRAMLETTE & MARTINI by the sculpture of the rod as well 

as by the morphology of the base. 

The species described is reminiscent of the coccoliths depicted by Reinhardt (1966, pl. XIV, 

fig. 2) ascribed clearly in error to C. crenulatus and subsequently to C. conicus (REINHARDT, 

1967, p. 170), from which it differs sharply morphologically. 
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Type level: 

Lower Maastrichtian. 

Geologic range: Coniacian?, Santonian - Maastrichtian. 

Type locality: 

Zimogor'ye, U.S.S.R. 

Geographic range: Ukraine and KMA region. 

Depository: 

Department of Petrography, University of Kharkov. Holotype: KhGU 7370f45-1d. 

Author: 

Shumenko S. I., 1970, p. 21; pl. 1, fig. 5; text-fig. 1. 

Reference: 

An electron microscopic study of Microrhabdulids and their taxonomic position. Paleont. 
Journal, vol. 4, n° 2, pp. 18-23, pl. 1, text-figs. 1, 2. 
(Translation from Russian published by the American Geological Institute). 
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